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Evolution and the JID
A new year, a new volume and a new publisher, Nature Publishing Group, make this a propitious time to con-
sider the health and future of the Journal of 
Investigative Dermatology (JID). Evolution and 
its mechanism, natural selection, have been 
appropriately considered for living organisms, 
or, as we might say today, “organisms with 
their own capacity for reproduction and their 
own genetic material.” A journal, in its printed 
or electronic form, can’t reproduce, but it is an 
evolving organism. Like organisms, journals 
are frequently born and, alas, in the struggle 
for existence, also frequently succumb to more 
potent and effective publications, the changing 
times, and Darwinian economics.
The JID is a mature organism, now 67 years 
old; we have grown in size and in the breadth 
of our scientific content. Though mature, we 
are still nimble, and we recently initiated muta-
tions affecting our phenotype to guarantee our 
chances for survival and to avoid the path of 
the less agile, less adaptive dinosaurs.
In response to changing environmental con-
ditions, we will make all of our content avail-
able free to all users a year after publication. 
This alteration in our behavior will allow all 
of our current and potential readers broader 
access and should allow increased dissemina-
tion of our valuable scientific information about 
the skin. Exploitation of the internet allows the 
dissemination of information electronically, 
and the JID’s table of contents and select online 
articles will be available free to all individuals 
immediately. Perusal of our pages will show 
new formatting of material to enhance readabil-
ity and interest for the electronic reader and also 
for those who retain the joy of touching paper.
Our journal’s new characteristics will be 
tested in a new and rapidly changing environ-
ment. Useful mutations will allow proliferation 
and maintenance of our living journal; other 
changes, if they do not contribute to enhanced 
usefulness, like all such traits will be selected 
against and die.
The JID must enhance information exchange 
and propogation for its scientific and medi-
cal communities, or it will fail to reproduce; it 
must renew its energy sources of reviews and 
new scientific data, or soon its internal energy 
stores will shrink and it will join the ranks of 
journals that are known only to the historian. 
In the paper world, dead journals are found 
in library stacks. In the pixel era, the death or 
disappearance of a journal may leave fewer 
remains but is nonetheless sad. To those of us 
whose personal development and survival have 
thrived on its success, even imagining the JID’s 
demise is unsettling.
We are sanguine that such a grim fate will 
not befall the JID, as we are blessed with a 
community of scholars and researchers who 
submit their work to our journal and hard-
working reviewers and editors who contribute 
essential and critical peer review, all of whom 
continually renew the journal’s strength. Our 
editorial team and publisher will 
use “intelligent design” to change the JID, but 
we understand that there are other forces in the 
environment that can influence and shape our 
future. We will be watchful and responsive, 
and we anticipate the future with optimism.
We welcome the enthusiastic involvement 
of all those interested in the biology of the 
skin, the mechanisms of its disease, and the 
prevention and treatment of cutaneous disease. 
To paraphrase Charles Darwin, the Journal of 
Investigative Dermatology will be one of the 
best fitted for the complex and changing con-
ditions to which journals are exposed, and it 
will survive.
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